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1. Three methodological challenges of researching AI with digital methods:

material; temporal; epistemological challenges

2. What do we mean by material, temporal, and epistemological challenges

3. Situate our research against the broader “AI” research

4. The objectives of three different case studies & how the material,

temporal, and epistemological challenges transpired

5. Potentiality of digital methods as analytical entry points to AI critique &

ways of ‘meeting’ these three challenges
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1. the material challenge

the lack of access to the internal strategies and agendas of Big Tech

and the limited access to collect and analyse code and data

2. the temporal challenge

the unreliable tracking of changes in AI models and their outputs and

their movements as SM content

3. the epistemological challenge

the shrinking (archival) knowledge spaces that offer alternative

stories and narratives
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We’ve seen those challenges already - for a very long

time.

These challenges don’t seem to be going away anytime

soon.

1. the material challenge

2. the temporal challenge

3. the epistemological challenge
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Research and map design @tallerestampa

https://cartography-of-generative-ai.net/
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- the application programming interface (API)

access – non-existent, otherwise unreliable

- scraping – inconsistent, tricky - esp. with Musk’s X

- subject to platform’s unclear content ordering &

ranking

- we turn to imaginaries and the issues that they

raise as methodological aids
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- the unreliable tracking of

changes in AI models and their

outputs and their movements

as SM content

- genAI content, agentic

capabilities, and preexisting SM

pitfalls make the platform

vernaculars grow darker - both

morally and methodologically

- ‘Dark (AI) vernaculars,’ where 

AI-generated content lives both 

on and off the platforms
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.
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- Ownership, technological, & ideological

imperatives pose a risk of flattening or steering

the alternative histories and knowledge spaces

- Archiving of web as larger and uncertain

project
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Material, temporal, and epistemological challenges have been with us for a very long time.

AI technologies are reinstituting the classic problems of studying new media.

While these challenges have been met, they remain and will continue to pose obstacles as 

they are getting more problematic. 
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Challenges partially met:

1. Through the moment of controversy we were able to track and stabilize AI imaginaries

1. Through the insights from platform studies, we were able to observe AI as platform content 

to be moderated that lives in dark vernaculars

1. Through the media archaeological gaze, we were able to view ‘disruptive’ AI as continuity 

and just an application across Wikipedia’s own view of AI ruptures and periods

We join with others in meeting these challenges, and in turning the AI-evoked methodological 

challenges into research opportunities
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